
Camps for Children with Special Needs  

Shwachman-Diamond 

America 

eNewsletter 

Spring is almost here!  This is the time of year that most families start making plans for summer.       
Having a child with special health care needs presents a challenge when considering a summer camp.  
Fortunately, those of us with kids needing special treatments or numerous medications have options.  

There are numerous camps around the country that cater to the needs of special 
children and their families.  Going to camp is a special part of childhood and these 
special camps create memories of a  lifetime for the children and families that par-
ticipate.    Children also create friendships that last a     lifetime, as well.   We have 
seen an amazing things happen as our children have gotten to know others who 
also have Shwachman-Diamond Syndrome.  They have grown in confidence and no 
longer feel alone.  We at SDA hope that you enjoy this issue dedicated to summer 
camps and travel.  

even Shwachman-Diamond 
Syndrome.   

In the summer of 2007, our 
family traveled to Maine for a 
week at Camp Sunshine for the 
first time.  Camp Sunshine is 
the only camp of its kind in the 
country.  The entire family 
attends the weeklong camp 
together.   Camp offers ses-
sions with certified social 
workers and has many activi-
ties for the families and chil-
dren.   We attended a general 
hematology weekend which 
included Shwachman-
Diamond Syndrome.  In the 
summer of 2008, Camp Sun-
shine will have a week exclu-
sively for Shwachman-
Diamond Syndrome.   This 
week is sponsored in part by 
SDSF.  Now is the time to start 
looking into camps and sub-
mitting your applications.                   

(Continued on Page 2) 

Many years ago, we heard 
about a wonderful group of 
ÃÁÍÐÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ (ÏÌÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
7ÁÌÌ 'ÁÎÇ #ÁÍÐÓȢȱ   ! 
Shwachman-Diamond Syn-
drome family from New York 
first introduced us to these 
camps and shared the experi-
ences their children had while 
attending.   When we moved 
to North Carolina,  we were 
lucky that Victory Junction 
Gang Camp (VJGC) was so 
close to our home.  We de-
cided to put in an application 
for a family weekend and had a 
wonderful time at the camp.   

Victory Junction is an all NAS-
CAR themed camp for kids 
with chronic and life -
threatening illnesses started by 
Kyle and Patti Petty in honor 
of their son Adam.  Families 
attend camp sessions on week-
ends during the spring and fall, 
while children attend week-
long camps during the sum-

mer.   The family weekends are 
not only a respite from the 
medical challenges, bills and 
insurance hassles, they are a 
way for children to become 
familiar with the camp before 
the children attend for a full 
week without parents. Our 
family has been blessed to 
meet so many families from 
around the country through 
attending camp.  Our children 
have formed lasting friend-
ships.  Through these friend-
ships, they have come to know 
that they are not alone, that 
there are other children who 
battle chronic illnesses and 

Inside this issue: 

Camps For Children with Special Needs 2 

SDA Bumper sticker Fundraiser 2 

Traveling in Your Own Backyard 3 

Blessed Bears 3 

Traveling with a Pharmacy 4 

Traveling to Cincinnati  5 

Angel Bear Yoga 6 

Shwachman-Diamond America 

March/April 2008  

Issue 3 



Camps for Children with Special Needs  

Page 2 
Shwachman-Diamond America 

eNewsletter 

 

 

 

 

 

Camp Sunshine    

www.campsunshine.org  

Camp Sunshine supports children with life 
threatening illnesses and their fami-
lies.  The camp has 
the distinction of 
being the only pro-
gram in the nation 
whose mission is to 
address the impact of 
a life threatening 
illness on every 
member of the im-
mediate  familyɂthe 
ill child, the parents, 
and the siblings.  Since its inception, Camp 
Sunshine has provided a haven for over 
16,000 individuals from diverse cultural 
backgrounds.  Families with a child diag-
nosed with diseases such as cancer, kidney 
disease, lupus, solid organ transplants, and 
other life threatening illnesses attend one 
of the week-long camps.  Our focus is on 
alleviating the strain that a life threatening 
illness takes not only on the sick child but 
also on other family members.  Families 
have an opportunity to rebuild their rela-
tionships together and meet other families 
facing similar challenges. 
 
By Pattie Curran 

(Continued from front page)  

The procedure varies 
from camp to camp, but it 
is best to get your appli-
cations in early!  When 
looking for a camp, be 
sure to consider your 
ÆÁÍÉÌÙȭÓ ÎÅÅÄÓȢ  4ÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ 
camps across the country, 
please see the resources 
at the end of this article for more informa-
tion.  These camps are truly a respite from 
the craziness of the medical world, provide 
a place for families to come together and to 
connect with others who face the same 
medical issues.  

 

 

 

 

RESOURCES:                                              

Victory Junction Gang Camp   
www.victoryjunction.org  

A member of the Hole in the Wall Gang 
Camps, Victory Junction Gang Camp is in 
North Carolina.  It was started by Kyle and 
Patti Petty in honor of their son, 
Adam.  Kids with various illnesses spend a 
week at the NASCAR theme camp.  

 

 

 

 

Hole in the Wall Camps  
www.holeinthewallcamps.org  

Hole in the Wall Camps are the world's 
largest family of camps for children with 
serious illnesses and life threatening condi-
tions. Children 
with cancer, sickle 
cell anemia, HIV/
AIDS, and many 
other conditions 
come to Camp to 
experience the 
simple joys of childhood, without compro-
mising any of their medical needs thanks 
to our state-of-the-art medical care.  Hole 
in the Wall Camps are located in Florida, 
New York, Connecticut, California, North 
Carolina, Ohio, Colorado and around the 
world in Ireland, France, England, Italy, 
Israel, Africa, and Hungary.  

 

 

 

 

 

Camp Good Days 
www.campgooddays.org   

Camp Good Days and Special Times, Inc. is 
a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization dedi-
cated to improving the quality of life for 
children, adults and families whose lives 
have been touched by cancer and other life 
challenges. 

 
 

SDA Bumper sticker 

Fundraiser  
Please Help 

Support SDA!!! 

Our new SDA Bumper stickers are now available for purchase!  The bumper stickers are available for a $2 dona-

tion plus S &H.  Help raise awareness.   You can easily make these stickers into magnets by sticking them to mag-

net strips available at your local craft store.   Great for family, friends, doctors and anyone wanting to help sup-

port the cause.   All proceeds are 100% profit for SDA. To order  go to www.Shwachmandiamondamerica.org and 

click on the bumper sticker for directions. Thank you for supporting Shwachman Diamond America! 

http://www.campsunshine.org/
http://www.victoryjunction.org/
http://www.holeinthewallcamps.org/
http://www.campgooddays.org/


By looking through the eyes of my chil-
dren, I am learning to play again. Even 
baking the brownies from a box becomes a 
brand new adventure, and a trip down 
ÍÅÍÏÒÙ ÌÁÎÅȢ !ÎÄ ) ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÅÖÅÎ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ 
pay for two trips!  These mini-vacations 
have inspired me to take more vacations. 
7ÉÔÈ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÄÏÃÔÏÒÓȭ ÁÐÐÏÉÎÔÍÅÎÔÓȟ ÍÅÅÔȤ
ings with the school, PT, etc., it is easy to 
go from living life with an SDS kid to be-
coming a case manager. Going from just 
spending time with my kids to spending 
quality time with my kids has made a huge 
difference. I hope to inspire you to take a 
trip in your own back 
yard and enjoy the 
many vacations you are 
able to find there!  

By Angela Bird 

I have always loved to travel.  Traveling 
with children is very different from my 
carefree college days filled with sponta-
neous weekend trips. Especially when 
one of the children has Shwachman-
Diamond Syndrome (SDS). Having a 
child with SDS, you have to add in the 
extras: remembering medications and 
triple checking not only the location of 
the nearest hospital but also checking to 
ÓÅÅ ÉÆ ÉÔ ÉÓ ȰÉÎ-ÎÅÔ×ÏÒËȱȢ  ) ÂÅÇÁÎ ÔÏ ÍÉÓÓ 
the spontaneity of traveling.  

One day, I discovered 
the best travel guides in 
the entire world, my 
very own children. I 
have learned to appreci-
ate the many adventures 
that my kids find in our 
backyard and every-

where else they go. I be-
gan to tag along for the 
best mini-vacations ever. 
I now spontaneously 
travel to worlds where the 
polar ice caps are just 
across the vine bridge.  
Often, by the grace of 
Lego's, we can take a boat 
from the lizard apart-

ments to the polar wigwam in a matter of 
seconds. I have also seen the park slides 
turn into an obstacle course with the tower 
at the top becoming a giant boat that must 
be steered properly so that we can get to 
the buried treasure.  In my own backyard 
there is an amazing world full of bugs!  
There is also a quarry, a soccer field, and a 
water park.  Our backyard has many 
worlds which we visit through our imagi-
nations.  

Beary Special Bears 

Our bears are made from fine German and English mohair and wool felt. They are fully jointed (except where 
noted), and we always use safety joints for safe cuddling by little friends. We make bears with glass shoe-button 
eyes, or embroidered eyes. Each bear is stuffed with 100% wool stuffing and a hand-written prayer card. 

 

A bare bear, 22" is priced from $150 and up. Most of our bears are large enough to wear newborn clothing. Bears 
can be made to wear an heirloom Christening gown, a replica of your child's christening gown, or another spe-
cial outfit. You may send those along to us and your bear friend will arrive dressed in your special garment - 
and not bare. :) You may also have us choose an outfit, made from vintage linens or woolens - or have us design 
a matching child/bear set! 

 

Blessed Bears may also be donated to a child who is suffering a terminal or chronic illness, or a child who has suf-
fered the loss of a loved one. If you would like to donate a bear, please indicate on your order form (in the comments 
section of the Paypal payment form) that your bear will be a "Beary Special Gift". You may include a special prayer 
which will be written and stuffed inside. Your gift will arrive with a certificate explaining who sent the bear, and will 
include a typewritten copy of the prayer that was placed inside. 

 

If you would like to request a bear for a child who needs a Blessed Bear friend, please email us at blessedbears@gmail.com  

For more information go to http://blessedbears.blogspot.com/2008/01/bit-about-our-bears.html 
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