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Shwachman Diamond America

Welcome to our Newsletter!

ShwachmanDiamond Amer-

ica is excited to launch its first
newsletter. This is something
that we have wanted to do for

a long time.

Over the years, SDA has
funded research, printed and
mailed SDS Clinical Features
booklets, and attended con-
ferences to educate physi-
cians. SDA has helped edu-
cate parents and physicians
alike through various forms of
media. This newsletter is an
extension of our mission.

This first issue is dedicated to
connecting families through
the internet. In 1998, when
we started the Shwachman
Syndrome Friends and Family
email list, it was the first of its
kind. The internet was be-

coming more mainstream and
more accessible to families
around the globe. SDA has
worked hard to build a family
education and support net-
work, which has helped well

Merry Christmas!!!

over 200 families around the
world.

Many SDS families now have
family websites that can be
accessed from our home-
page. These websites, along
with the email support list,
are a wonderful resource for
newly diagnosed fami-

lies. They are not only a
means of education, they are
a source of hope as they face
the challenges and fears the
diagnosis of Shwachman
Diamond Syndrome brings to
their lives.

We at SDA hope that you
enjoy this first issue of our
newsletter. We sincerely look
forward to your feedback and
newsletter submissions.

Raising awareness for SDA

This month, Discovery Health
Channel in cooperation with
True Entertainment, will pre-
mi ere an
Di agnosi so

In July of 2007 the film crew
flew from New York to Colum-
bus Ohio to film an episode for
their third
Di agnosi so
family were very excited to
have the opportunity to raise
awareness of SDS through the
national media.

Katie was Diagnosed with
SDS in December 2003 after
spending the first eight

e p i s o d months of her life undiag-
f e at nosed. Her symptoms were

very severe and Katie devel-
oped Aplastic Anemia and
went through bone marrow
transplant in May of 2004.

S € & Katie is now 4 1/2 years old '
Kat i andis doing remarkably well.

The episode ti
ple puzzled Wi
Monday December 10th at

10:00 pm. The Wells Family
would like to thank Discovery
Health Channel, True Entertain-
ment, Dr. Ellen Kumler and Dr.
Nicholas Yeager, and of course,
their daughter Katie, for making
this event possible.

For more information or to check
for additional show times visit:
www.health.discovery.conor
www.katiesjourney.50megs.com
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e SDS Gets National Media
Attention.

e Lukeds Story
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e Bone Marrow Biopsy Day

¢ Increasing Calories

Sean Curran
age 7 months
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